
 

BAPTISM: A CLEAR AND SIMPLE EXPLANATION 
 
Message by Pastor Paul Silway 
 
Salvation is a free gift from God. It comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ—not by 
our good works or religious acts. This includes baptism. The Bible teaches that we are 
saved by believing in Jesus and what He did for us on the cross, not by anything we do to 
earn it (Ephesians 2:8–9). 
 
Some people point to verses like 1 Peter 3:21, Acts 22:16, and Galatians 3:27 to say that 
baptism is necessary for salvation. But when we look closely, these verses are actually 
talking about the faith that baptism represents—not saying that baptism itself saves us. 
 
In 1 Peter 3:21, Peter says that “baptism now saves you,” but he immediately explains 
that he is not talking about the physical act of being washed with water. He says it is “not 
the removal of dirt from the flesh,” but rather “an appeal to God for a good conscience.”  
 
Baptism is a symbol of our faith. It shows outwardly what has already happened in our 
hearts when we trust Jesus. We are saved by Jesus’ resurrection and our response to Him 
in faith. 
 
The story of Cornelius in Acts 10 helps us understand this better. Cornelius and his 
family received the Holy Spirit BEFORE they were baptized. This shows they were 
already saved through faith. Baptism came afterward as a sign of their new life in Christ. 
 
In Acts 22:16, Paul is told, “Be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on His name.” 
But Paul had already believed in Jesus on the road to Damascus. He was saved before he 
was baptized. Baptism symbolized the washing away of sins that had already happened 
when Paul called on Jesus’ name in faith. 
 
Galatians 3:27 talks about being “baptized into Christ.” But the verse just before it, 
Galatians 3:26, makes it clear that we become children of God through faith in Christ.  
 
The “baptism” in verse 27 refers to being united with Christ by the Holy Spirit, not just 
getting wet with water. The Bible speaks of more than one kind of baptism. The one that 
saves is the baptism of the Holy Spirit—when we are joined to Jesus through faith. 
 
In conclusion, baptism is a very important step of obedience and a public declaration of 
our faith. But it does not save us. Only trusting in Jesus saves us. Baptism follows faith 
and shows the world that we belong to Him. It is a picture of what God has already done 
in our hearts by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
THE MEANING AND SYMBOLISM OF WATER BAPTISM 
 
Water baptism is a powerful symbol of the believer’s trust in Jesus Christ and their 
commitment to follow Him. It is also a sign of unity with all believers around the world 



 

who belong to the Body of Christ. Baptism is not what saves us—we are saved by God's 
grace through faith in Jesus, not by our own efforts or works. But we are baptized 
because Jesus commanded it (Matthew 28:19). 
 
Baptism is for those who have already believed in Jesus. Before being baptized, a person 
must understand that they are a sinner in need of salvation and believe that Jesus died for 
their sins, was buried, and rose again. When a person turns to Jesus and asks for 
forgiveness, they are born again and saved by the Holy Spirit. At that point, they are 
ready to be baptized. 
 
Water baptism is a beautiful picture of what Jesus has done for us. Being immersed in 
water represents being buried with Christ, dying to sin and the old life. Coming up from 
the water shows that we have been raised to a new life in Christ. It also reminds us that, 
just as water cleanses the body, the Holy Spirit has cleansed our hearts. 
 
The story of the thief on the cross reminds us that baptism is not a requirement for 
salvation. Though he was never baptized in water, he believed in Jesus and was promised 
eternal life. This shows that faith alone saves us. 
 
Christians are baptized to obey and honor Jesus. The Bible teaches that baptism should be 
done by immersion in water, because it best represents the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Christ. It is a public way of saying, “I belong to Jesus.” 
 
In short, water baptism is a step of obedience and a powerful symbol of our salvation, not 
the means of it. It is a way for believers to show their faith, their new life in Christ, and 
their desire to follow Him. 
 
THE MEANING OF BEING BORN OF WATER 
 
In John 3:5, Jesus told Nicodemus that no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they 
are "born of water and the Spirit." This statement points to the need for a new birth that 
comes from God. Being "born of the Spirit" clearly refers to the new spiritual life that 
comes from the Holy Spirit. But what does it mean to be "born of water"? 
 
Here Jesus may have been using physical birth to help Nicodemus understand the idea of 
spiritual birth. Just as we are born once physically, we must also be born again spiritually 
to enter God’s kingdom. 
 
Another view is that being "born of water" refers to spiritual cleansing. In the Bible, 
water often symbolizes purification and washing away sin. For example, in Ezekiel 
36:25, God promises to "sprinkle clean water" to cleanse His people. So, Jesus may have 
been telling Nicodemus that he needed to be spiritually cleansed and renewed by the 
Holy Spirit. This matches what the New Testament teaches—that we are washed, 
sanctified, and justified by God’s Spirit when we are saved (Titus 3:5, 1 Corinthians 
6:11). 
 



 

Either way, Jesus was not saying that water baptism is required for salvation. Baptism is 
not mentioned in this part of the conversation. Jesus emphasized faith in Him as the way 
to receive eternal life (John 3:16). The example of the thief on the cross also shows us 
that salvation is by faith alone. He believed in Jesus and was saved, even though he was 
never baptized. 
 
Being born of water and the Spirit means being spiritually renewed and made new by 
God. It is about receiving forgiveness, new life, and a clean heart through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Water baptism is an important step of obedience after salvation, but it is not what 
saves us. Faith in Jesus is the only way to enter the kingdom of God. 
 
IS BAPTISM NECESSARY FOR SALVATION? 
 
The belief that baptism is necessary for salvation is called “baptismal regeneration.” 
While baptism is an important step of obedience in the Christian life, it is not a 
requirement for salvation. Baptism is a symbolic act that identifies a believer with the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Romans 6:3-4 explains that being 
immersed in water illustrates dying and being buried with Christ and coming out of the 
water represents being raised to new life. 
 
Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). Adding 
baptism or any other work to salvation would mean that Christ’s death was not enough. 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross fully paid for our sins (Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21), and 
this gift of salvation is received through faith alone (John 3:16; Acts 16:31). 
 
Some verses may seem to suggest baptism is required for salvation, but Scripture never 
contradicts itself. In the early church, baptism often followed immediately after someone 
believed, as a public declaration of their faith. Refusing baptism might have been a sign 
of unbelief. However, baptism itself is not what saves a person. True salvation comes 
from trusting in Christ. 
 
The apostle Paul helps clarify this in 1 Corinthians 1:14-17. He said, “I am thankful that I 
did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius,” and “Christ did not send me to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel.” If baptism were necessary for salvation, Paul’s words 
would make no sense—he would be saying he was glad people were not saved, which is 
clearly not the case. Also, in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Paul explains the gospel message in 
detail but does not mention baptism. 
 
The thief on the cross is another clear example. He believed in Jesus and was promised 
paradise, yet he was never baptized. This shows that salvation comes through faith, not 
rituals. 
 
Baptism is a meaningful and important act of obedience, but it is not what saves us. 
Salvation is a gift from God, received by faith in Jesus Christ alone. 
 
IS ACTS 2:38 TEACHING THAT BAPTISM IS REQUIRED FOR SALVATION? 



 

 
Acts 2:38 says, “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.’” Some interpret this to mean that baptism is necessary for salvation. However, the 
Bible consistently teaches that salvation is by grace through faith alone, not by works 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
The confusion often comes from the word “for” in the phrase “for the forgiveness of your 
sins.” The Greek word used is eis, which has multiple meanings. It can mean “in order to 
get,” but it can also mean “because of” or “in regard to.” For example, in Matthew 12:41, 
eis is used when it says the people of Nineveh “repented at the preaching of Jonah.” 
Clearly, they repented because of Jonah’s preaching—not to receive it. 
 
So in Acts 2:38, “be baptized…for the forgiveness of your sins” can rightly be 
understood as “be baptized because your sins have been forgiven.” This aligns with the 
rest of Scripture, where belief in Jesus—not baptism—is the condition for receiving 
forgiveness and the Holy Spirit (John 3:16; Acts 10:43; Romans 10:9). 
 
Furthermore, the grammar of Acts 2:38 supports this view. The word “repent” is in the 
second person plural, addressing the whole group. But “be baptized” is third person 
singular, pointing to each individual. The phrase “for the forgiveness of your sins” is 
linked to the command to repent, not to be baptized. In other words: “You all repent for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and each of you be baptized.” 
 
Other Bible passages confirm this. In Acts 10, Cornelius and his household believed the 
gospel, received the Holy Spirit, and then were baptized—after they were saved. Peter 
even allowed them to be baptized because they had already shown evidence of salvation 
(Acts 10:43-48). 
 
Even Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:19 to baptize disciples does not make baptism the 
basis of salvation. It’s a step of obedience and public identification with Christ. Likewise, 
in 1 Corinthians 1:14-17, Paul says he was glad he didn’t baptize many people, showing 
that baptism is not what saves. In 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Paul outlines the gospel without 
mentioning baptism at all. 
 
The thief on the cross is a clear example. He was never baptized, yet Jesus said he would 
be with Him in paradise. This shows that faith, not baptism, is what saves. 
 
In conclusion, Acts 2:38 does not teach that baptism is necessary for salvation. Baptism is 
important—it shows our obedience and our public commitment to Christ—but salvation 
is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone (John 1:12; Romans 3:21-30; Galatians 
2:16). 
 
DOES MARK 16:16 TEACH THAT BAPTISM IS NECESSARY FOR 
SALVATION? 
 



 

Mark 16:16 says, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 
believe will be condemned.” Some use this verse to argue that baptism is necessary for 
salvation. But when we examine the language and the context of this verse—and compare 
it with the rest of Scripture—it becomes clear that this is not the case. 
 
First, the Bible consistently teaches that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ, not by works or rituals, including baptism (Ephesians 2:8–9). Salvation comes 
through believing in Jesus (John 3:16, 18; John 5:24; Acts 16:31). Baptism is an 
important act of obedience and public declaration of faith, but it is not the requirement for 
receiving salvation. 
 
Mark 16:16 makes two statements: 1) “He who believes and is baptized will be saved,” 
and 2) “He who does not believe will be condemned.” Notice that only belief is 
mentioned in the second part—condemnation comes from not believing, not from not 
being baptized. If baptism were required for salvation, the verse would have said, “He 
who does not believe or is not baptized will be condemned.” But it does not say that. 
 
This structure shows that belief is the critical element. It is belief that saves, and unbelief 
that condemns. Baptism is closely associated with salvation because it naturally follows 
belief, but it is not presented as a condition for salvation. 
 
To illustrate this further, consider this example: “Whoever believes and lives in Kansas 
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” This statement tells us 
something true about people who believe and live in Kansas—they will be saved. But it 
does not imply that only those who live in Kansas can be saved. Likewise, Mark 16:16 
tells us that baptized believers are saved, but it does not say that unbaptized believers are 
condemned. 
 
This is a common mistake called the “Negative Inference Fallacy”—assuming that if 
something is true in one case, the opposite must also be true. But that’s not always the 
case. The Bible does not say, “Whoever is not baptized will be condemned.” Instead, the 
consistent message is: belief saves, unbelief condemns. 
 
Furthermore, we must consider the textual issue with Mark 16:9–20. These verses are not 
found in the earliest and most reliable manuscripts of the Gospel of Mark, and some 
scholars believe they may have been added later. Therefore, it’s wise not to build major 
doctrines solely on these verses. 
 
Even if we accept Mark 16:16 as authentic Scripture, it still does not teach that baptism is 
required for salvation. Throughout the Bible, people are saved by faith, not by baptism. 
Abraham, David, and other Old Testament believers were never baptized, yet they were 
saved by faith (Romans 4:1–25). The thief on the cross was promised paradise without 
baptism (Luke 23:42–43). Cornelius in Acts 10 received the Holy Spirit before he was 
baptized—proof that he was already saved. 
 
Here are key points that support salvation by faith alone: 



 

1.​ Salvation has always been by faith. Abraham was justified by faith, not by any 
work or ritual (Romans 4:1–5; Galatians 3:6–9). 
 
2.​ Old Testament believers were saved without baptism. Baptism did not even 
exist as a practice for salvation then. 
 
3.​ The thief on the cross was saved without baptism. He had no opportunity for 
baptism, yet Jesus promised him paradise. 
 
4.​ Cornelius was saved before being baptized. He received the Holy Spirit while 
listening to the gospel (Acts 10:44–48). 
 
5.​ Baptism is a public declaration of faith. It’s an outward sign of an inward 
reality (Romans 6:3–5), not the cause of salvation. 
 
6.​ If baptism were necessary, salvation would depend on another person. 
Someone would need to baptize you, making your salvation partly dependent on others, 
which contradicts the personal nature of faith. 
 
In conclusion, Mark 16:16 does not teach that baptism is necessary for salvation. 
Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone. Baptism is important—it’s a step 
of obedience and a public testimony of our faith—but it is not what saves us. Only faith 
in Christ saves. “We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace” (Ephesians 1:7). 
 
DOES ACTS 22:16 TEACH THAT BAPTISM IS NECESSARY FOR 
SALVATION? 
 
As with any single verse, we interpret Acts 22:16 in the light of what the whole Bible 
teaches. The Bible is clear that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not by 
any work—including baptism (Ephesians 2:8–9). So any interpretation that claims 
baptism is required for salvation must be examined carefully. 
 
Acts 22:16 says, “And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your 
sins away, calling on his name.” This verse is often used to argue that baptism is 
necessary to remove sins. But let’s consider what the Bible says and when Paul was 
actually saved. 
 
1.​ Paul believed in Christ before baptism. According to Galatians 1:11–12, Paul 
received the gospel directly from Jesus Christ, not from man. He encountered Christ on 
the road to Damascus (Acts 9) and responded in faith before Ananias came to see him. 
 
2.​ Paul received the Holy Spirit before baptism. Acts 9:17 shows that Ananias 
came to restore Paul’s sight and that Paul received the Holy Spirit at that 
moment—before he was baptized (Acts 9:18). In the book of Acts, the reception of the 
Holy Spirit often marks the moment of salvation. 



 

 
3.​ The original Greek supports this order. The Greek word epikalesamenos 
(“calling on His name”) is a participle that often indicates action done before the main 
verb. In this case, Paul called on Jesus’ name—expressing faith in Him—before being 
baptized. The phrase could be translated, “having called on His name.” 
 
4.​ Baptism symbolizes spiritual cleansing. When Ananias said “be baptized and 
wash your sins away,” he was using baptism as a visible symbol of the inner cleansing 
Paul had already experienced. This aligns with 1 Corinthians 6:11 and 1 Peter 3:21, 
where the act of baptism represents what God has already done spiritually. 
 
5.​ Paul later omits Ananias’ statement. In Acts 26:12–18, Paul recounts his 
conversion but does not mention Ananias or baptism. Instead, Jesus commissions Paul to 
preach forgiveness of sins through faith. It would be unlikely for Jesus to do so if Paul 
had not yet believed. 
 
In conclusion, Acts 22:16 does not teach that baptism is necessary for salvation. Paul was 
saved by calling on the name of Jesus—by faith—before he was baptized. Baptism 
served as a symbolic act of the cleansing that had already taken place. Throughout 
Scripture, salvation is consistently presented as a result of faith, not any ritual or act. 
Baptism is important, but it is not the means by which sins are washed away. Only the 
blood of Christ does that. 
 
 
DOES 1 PETER 3:21 TEACH THAT BAPTISM IS NECESSARY FOR 
SALVATION? 
 
Some use 1 Peter 3:21 to argue that baptism is necessary for salvation, because the verse 
includes the phrase, “baptism now saves you.” But to understand this correctly, we must 
read the entire verse and interpret it within the full context of Scripture. 
 
The Bible consistently teaches that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not 
by works of any kind, including baptism (Ephesians 2:8–9). Any interpretation that adds 
a requirement to faith, such as baptism, contradicts this clear teaching. 
 
Let’s look at what 1 Peter 3:21 actually says: “Baptism, which corresponds to this, now 
saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good 
conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Peter immediately explains what he means by “baptism now saves you.” He clarifies that 
it is not the outward washing (“not the removal of dirt from the flesh”) that saves. It is the 
inward reality—“an appeal to God for a good conscience.” In other words, the saving 
power is not in the water or the ritual, but in the heart’s response to God, made possible 
through the resurrection of Jesus. 
 



 

Baptism symbolizes this inward response. It is the outward expression of an inward faith. 
The appeal to God for a good conscience—repentance and belief—comes first. Baptism 
follows as a public declaration of that faith. 
 
Peter uses the story of Noah’s ark to illustrate this point. Just as Noah and his family were 
saved through water (by being in the ark), so we are saved through faith in Christ—not 
by the water itself, but by what the water represents. 
 
Greek scholar Dr. Kenneth Wuest explains: “Water baptism is clearly in the apostle’s 
mind, not the baptism by the Holy Spirit… But he says that it saves only as a counterpart. 
That is, water baptism is the counterpart of the reality, salvation. It can only save as a 
counterpart, not actually… Water baptism is the outward testimony of the believer’s 
inward faith.” 
 
Peter is not teaching that baptism regenerates or removes sin. He is pointing to the inward 
reality of faith and the resurrection of Christ, which baptism symbolizes. Like sacrifices 
in the Old Testament were outward signs of faith in the coming Messiah, baptism is the 
outward sign of faith in the risen Christ. 
 
In the early church, believing in Jesus and being baptized were closely linked in time. 
New believers were often baptized immediately. So it was natural for Peter to speak of 
the two together. But this does not mean the act of baptism is what saves. The consistent 
testimony of Scripture is that people are saved at the moment of faith (John 5:24; Acts 
10:43; Romans 10:9). 
 
Therefore, 1 Peter 3:21 does not teach that baptism is necessary for salvation. It teaches 
that salvation comes through an inward appeal to God made possible by the resurrection 
of Jesus. Baptism is the public, symbolic expression of that faith. 
 
Titus 3:5 says it this way: “He saved us, not by works of righteousness that we had done, 
but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 
Salvation comes through faith in Christ. Baptism is the outward expression of that inward 
transformation. 
 
DOES JOHN 3:5 TEACH THAT BAPTISM IS NECESSARY FOR SALVATION? 
 
John 3:5 says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Some use this verse to claim that baptism is required 
for salvation. But when we understand it in the full context of Scripture, we see that it 
does not teach that. 
 
The Bible clearly teaches that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not by 
any work, including baptism (Ephesians 2:8–9). Any interpretation that adds baptism as a 
requirement for salvation contradicts this truth. 



 

 
Jesus was speaking to Nicodemus in this passage, explaining the need to be “born again” 
to see the kingdom of God. Jesus said a person must be “born of water and the Spirit.” 
But baptism is not even mentioned in this context. It appears later in the chapter, in a 
different place and time (John 3:22–30). So we shouldn’t assume Jesus meant baptism 
unless we bring that idea into the passage. 
 
Some argue that “born of water and the Spirit” must mean baptism. But if Jesus meant 
baptism, He could have said so clearly. Also, Jesus wouldn’t contradict the many other 
Scriptures that teach salvation is by faith (John 3:16, 36; Ephesians 2:8–9; Titus 3:5). 
 
It’s also important to note that Christian baptism was not yet established when Jesus 
spoke to Nicodemus. If people say the thief on the cross didn’t need baptism because he 
lived under the Old Covenant, then Nicodemus did too. Why would Jesus require baptism 
from Nicodemus and not from the thief? 
 
There are two main interpretations of “born of water.” One says it means natural 
birth—being born physically. The “water” refers to the amniotic fluid during childbirth. 
The “Spirit” then refers to spiritual birth. This makes sense with Nicodemus’ question 
about how a person can be born again. 
 
But a better interpretation is that “born of water and the Spirit” refers to one 
event—spiritual rebirth. “Water” is often used in the Bible as a symbol for cleansing and 
renewal (Psalm 51:2,7; Ezekiel 36:25; John 13:10; 1 Corinthians 6:11). So Jesus was 
likely speaking of the inward cleansing that the Holy Spirit brings when a person is 
saved. 
 
Jesus explained this again in John 3:7–8, saying we must be born again, and that this new 
life comes from the Spirit. He rebuked Nicodemus for not understanding this (John 3:10), 
because as a teacher of Israel, he should have known about God’s promise of spiritual 
renewal in Ezekiel 36:25–27. 
 
So, Jesus was pointing to the work of the Holy Spirit—not baptism. Just like Jesus 
offered “living water” in John 4:10 and spoke of the Spirit as “rivers of living water” in 
John 7:37–39, here He speaks of the inward work of God that brings new life. 
 
In summary, John 3:5 does not teach that baptism is required for salvation. It speaks of 
the need for spiritual rebirth—being cleansed and renewed by the Holy Spirit. Baptism is 
a sign of this new birth, but it is not the cause. What saves us is the inner transformation 
by the Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
DOES GALATIANS 3:27 TEACH THAT BAPTISM IS NECESSARY FOR 
SALVATION? 
 
Some groups use Galatians 3:27 to argue that baptism is required for salvation, but this 
ignores the full context of the passage and the consistent teaching of Scripture. 



 

 
The theme of Galatians is clear—Paul is correcting the idea that salvation can come 
through any work of the law. In Galatians 1:6–10, he warns against false gospels. In 
Galatians 2:16, he states plainly that we are justified by faith in Christ, not by the works 
of the law. This same idea is repeated in Galatians 3:26: “For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus.” This means that salvation comes through faith alone. 
 
Galatians 3:27 says, “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ.” Does this refer to water baptism? The context suggests 
otherwise. The Bible speaks of more than one kind of baptism (Hebrews 6:2), so we must 
look at what kind of baptism this is. 
 
Romans 8:9 tells us that anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
Him. This means that a person becomes a Christian when the Holy Spirit comes to live in 
them. 1 Corinthians 12:13 explains that it is “by one Spirit” that we are “baptized into 
one body.” This baptism by the Holy Spirit, not water, is what unites us with Christ. 
 
Galatians 3:27 and 1 Corinthians 12:13 both refer to the Spirit’s baptism, not water 
baptism. Water baptism is important, but it follows salvation and is a symbol of what the 
Holy Spirit has already done in the heart. Ephesians 1:13–14 says that we are sealed with 
the Holy Spirit at the moment of belief. 
 
John the Baptist said he baptized with water, but Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit 
(John 1:33–34). That is the baptism that saves. Galatians 3:27 is about the spiritual reality 
that happens when we believe in Christ—we are united with Him by the Holy Spirit. 
 
In summary, Galatians 3:27 does not teach that water baptism is necessary for salvation. 
It describes the spiritual baptism that happens when we believe in Jesus. Salvation is by 
grace through faith. Water baptism is a public testimony of that inner transformation, not 
the cause of it. 
 
A MESSAGE FROM HOLY SPIRIT REGARDING WATER BAPTISM 
 
Water Baptism and the Born Again Experience 
 
A person can perform all the outward practices of Christianity, but if that person has not 
been Born Again, they are not a child of our Heavenly Father. This is a vital truth. 
Eventually, all those who belong to Satan will be in Hell with him. 
 
One example is the sacrament of Holy Baptism. The outward act of being immersed in 
water means nothing unless there is an inner experience of repentance and remission of 
sins. Acts 2:38 teaches that genuine baptism must follow a true turning of the heart to 
God. 
 
Some people believe that being baptized in water places a person in the Lord’s Church. 
Galatians 3:27 and 1 Corinthians 12:13 are often referenced. However, this view can lead 



 

to minimizing the importance of the Born Again experience. Some churches even avoid 
singing about the blood of Jesus shed on the Cross. But from our Father’s perspective, the 
issue is not choosing a viewpoint—it is about believing the full truth of Scripture. Picking 
and choosing only parts of the Bible is dangerous. 
 
Since my youth, I have believed that water baptism is a part of my Born Again 
experience. I repented and gave my life to Christ at the age of seven, but as a young 
adult, I sensed the Holy Spirit prompting me to study baptism more deeply. I discovered 
that baptism by immersion aligns more closely with biblical examples. I also realized that 
I had not made a personal decision about baptism before. So at age twenty-one, even 
though some questioned the theology behind it, I chose to be immersed in water as an 
expression of my repentance and faith. 
 
I once asked my angel, “Have you ever been baptized in water?” The angel replied, 
“Since I have no sin nature and have never sinned, I have no need for water baptism. 
Water baptism is part of Our Father’s plan for human beings who become Born Again 
Christians.” 
 
This led me to ask the Holy Spirit why Jesus, who had no sin, was baptized. The Holy 
Spirit explained that Christ did not need baptism for Himself, but He chose to be baptized 
by John the Baptist to fulfill Our Father’s plan and to set an example for others (see 
Matthew 3:13–16). Though Jesus had no sins to confess, He received water baptism to 
establish a pattern for future believers. 
 
Christ’s baptism served as the beginning of the New Testament Church’s practice of 
water baptism. He was the forerunner, obeying Our Father’s command so that His 
disciples would follow. Born Again Christians are also disciples and are called to live like 
their Teacher. Water baptism becomes both a personal expression of faith and a public 
witness to others. 
 
When Born Again Christians receive water baptism, they are not only affirming their 
inner transformation, they are also encouraging future believers to follow this step of 
obedience. This principle of living a Christian life with others in mind applies to more 
than just baptism—it reflects the nature of discipleship. 
 
The Holy Spirit led me to Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38 to understand the full picture. These 
verses show two essential elements in entering God’s family—the confession and 
repentance of sins and water baptism. Those who hold this view strongly believe in the 
sacrificial death of Christ and the need to be Born Again to escape judgment and receive 
God's grace. 
 
The Holy Spirit also led me to further Scriptures for deeper understanding: 
Deuteronomy 30:6 – The physical act of circumcision was only an outward sign. It had 
no value unless there was a circumcision of the heart. Since physical circumcision 
occurred when a male child was eight days old, heart circumcision came later when the 
child reached the Age of Choosing and chose to follow only Our Father. This spiritual 



 

circumcision of the heart applied to female children as well when they made the same 
choice. 
 
Romans 4:11 – Abraham received physical circumcision, but the covenant with God was 
fulfilled not through that outward act, but through Abraham’s faith. This inward spiritual 
circumcision allowed God to fulfill His promises to Abraham. 
 
2 Peter 1:3–11 – In these verses, the Holy Spirit inspired Peter to explain that Born Again 
Christians receive the divine nature of Christ in their hearts. This happens when they 
fully separate themselves from worldly desires. This separation is a form of inward 
spiritual circumcision of the heart. 
 
Water baptism for Christians is like physical circumcision for the Hebrews—both are 
outward signs. But neither has value in the spiritual realm without an inner 
transformation, the circumcision of the heart. That inner change is what truly matters. 
 
In summary, water baptism is not what saves us. It is a powerful and important act of 
obedience that follows the Born Again experience. It is a symbol of the inner cleansing 
and commitment to Christ, and a testimony that encourages others to do the same. 
Salvation comes by grace through faith in Jesus alone, but baptism remains a key step in 
the life of a disciple. 
 
IS WATER BAPTISM REQUIRED TO GO TO HEAVEN? 
 
Question: I was baptized when I was seven years old. Now I'm eighteen and someone 
from a non-denominational church told me that no one can be truly saved and baptized at 
such a young age. They also said that you must be baptized to go to heaven. But my 
Baptist family says you don’t. I love God and want to go to heaven. I’m living for Him 
the best I can, but do I need to be baptized again now that I’m older? 
 
Answer: Salvation and the forgiveness of sins come as a free gift through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Acts 10:43 says that everyone who believes in Jesus receives forgiveness of sins 
through His name. In Acts 10:44–48, the Holy Spirit came upon believers before they 
were baptized, confirming that salvation had already taken place through their faith. 
 
However, in other places like Acts 2:38, forgiveness is mentioned along with baptism. 
That’s because baptism was often done immediately as an act of repentance and faith. 
Mark 16:16 says, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved, but he who does not 
believe will be condemned.” Baptism is also a way to call on God for a clean conscience 
(Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). 
 
If, at age seven, you genuinely believed in Jesus and turned to Him with a repentant 
heart, then your faith was real—and God accepts childlike faith. Baptism is meaningful 
only when it reflects true repentance and faith. If you turned from sin and trusted Jesus as 
your Lord and Savior, then your baptism was valid in God’s eyes. 
 



 

If you feel unsure whether you truly repented and believed back then, there’s nothing 
wrong with reaffirming your faith through baptism now. Baptism is not what saves—it is 
Jesus who saves. But baptism is an outward expression of the inward faith that does save. 
Without faith, baptism means nothing. With faith, baptism becomes a powerful step of 
obedience. 
 
True faith always wants to obey Jesus. James 2:18–19 teaches that real faith is shown 
through actions. So, if you believe in Jesus and have repented, arise and be baptized as an 
expression of your living faith. 
 
THE MEANING OF WATER BAPTISM AND SALVATION 
 
Salvation and the forgiveness of sins come freely as a gift through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Acts 10:43 says, “All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him 
receives forgiveness of sins through His Name.” Salvation comes through faith—trust 
and reliance on Jesus and His shed blood to make you right with God. 
 
In Acts 10:44–48, the Holy Spirit was given to believers before they were baptized. This 
confirmed that salvation had already occurred. However, in other scriptures, like Acts 
2:38, forgiveness of sins seems connected to baptism. That is because baptism was an act 
of faith carried out at the same time a person turned to Jesus in repentance and trust. 
Mark 16:16 says, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 
believe will be condemned.” 
 
Baptism is also a way of calling on the Lord with a clear conscience (Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 
3:21). It is a public expression of faith. If you turned to Jesus with sincere faith and 
repentance at the age of seven and were baptized, God honors your childlike faith. 
 
Baptism requires repentance. That means turning from sin to God. Did you repent and 
believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior? If so, your baptism at age seven was valid. But if 
you only later came to genuine faith and repentance, then now may be the time to be 
baptized as a willful expression of your decision. 
 
Baptism is not what saves you—Jesus saves you. Water does not wash away sins, the 
blood of Jesus does. But faith applies that saving blood to your life. Sometimes that faith 
is expressed at the moment of baptism (Acts 22:16). 
 
Ask yourself: Have I truly repented? Do I truly believe in Jesus? If the answer is yes, then 
baptism is a meaningful next step if you haven’t already taken it with full understanding. 
Faith alone saves, but saving faith never remains alone—it always expresses itself in 
obedience. Baptism is one way that faith is shown. 
 
If you believe, then don’t delay. Arise and be baptized. 
 
UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER BAPTISM 
 



 

After accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, there are two key commands every 
Christian is expected to follow. The first is Water Baptism, and the second is Participation 
in the Lord’s Table—also known as the Lord’s Supper or Communion. Water Baptism is 
a one-time act, while participation in the Lord’s Table is ongoing throughout a believer’s 
life. 
 
This message focuses on Water Baptism, the first step of obedience after turning to 
Christ. The Bible teaches clearly that after a person repents of their sins and places their 
faith in Jesus, they should be baptized in water. Despite this clear command, many 
believers still delay or ignore baptism. One Bible teacher identified several common 
reasons for this: 
 
1. Ignorance – Many people simply haven’t been taught about the importance of 
baptism. Without proper teaching, they remain unaware that baptism is a vital step of 
obedience in the Christian life. 
 
2. Spiritual Pride – Some people resist being baptized because they’ve been Christians 
for a long time but never obeyed this command. To be baptized now might feel like 
admitting past disobedience. Instead of humbling themselves before others, they 
delay—and risk being ashamed before Jesus on the Day of Judgment. 
 
3. Casual Attitude – Others don't object to baptism, but they treat it as unimportant. 
They plan to “get around to it someday” but never make it a priority. This casual mindset 
puts obedience to God on hold. 
 
4. Fear of Confession – Some avoid baptism because it involves a public confession of 
faith. They may be hiding sin in their lives or fear that people—especially family or 
community—will criticize or reject them. In some cultures, baptism can even lead to 
alienation or persecution. 
 
5. Not a Genuine Christian – In some cases, the person has not truly been born again. 
They may attend church and take communion, but they lack the inner conviction that 
comes from the Holy Spirit. This is why they feel no urgency to be baptized. 
 
There may be other reasons why people avoid baptism, but this message focuses on the 
first: ignorance. Many simply don’t understand what the Bible teaches. To help overcome 
this, we will explore six basic questions from Scripture about water baptism. 
 
Every believer is encouraged to prayerfully consider these truths and respond with 
obedience. Understanding and following this first command is a vital part of growing in 
faith and walking with Christ. 
 
Water Baptism: Basic Questions and Clear Answers: 
 
1. WHY SHOULD WE BE BAPTIZED IN WATER? 



 

​
Jesus commanded it. In Matthew 28:19, He told His followers to make disciples and 
baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This command shows the 
unity of the Trinity. In Acts 2:38, Peter gave a personal call to action: “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you.” This shows that baptism follows repentance and faith. Water 
baptism is not optional—it is a clear command from God for those who have trusted in 
Jesus. 
 
2. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF WATER BAPTISM? 
​
Water baptism is a public sign of a private reality. When a person is saved, they are 
spiritually united with Christ’s death and resurrection. Romans 6:3-5 says that we are 
buried with Christ in His death and raised to walk in a new life. Baptism shows this truth 
through a physical act—it is a picture of dying to the old life and rising again to a new 
one. It points to our hope in the future resurrection, just as Christ was raised. 
 
3. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF JESUS' BAPTISM? 
​
Jesus was baptized not because He had sinned, but to show His identification with 
sinners. His baptism was a preview of His death and resurrection. Matthew 3:15 says He 
did this to “fulfill all righteousness.” Jesus lived a perfect, obedient life and fulfilled 
God’s law in every way. His baptism showed His commitment to obeying the Father 
fully, and it sets an example for us. By being baptized, Jesus showed the importance of 
doing all that God asks. 
 
4. HOW SHOULD WATER BAPTISM BE DONE? 
​
The Bible clearly shows that baptism was always done by immersion. The Greek words 
used in the New Testament for baptism (bapto and baptizo) mean “to dip,” “to 
submerge,” or “to immerse.” Jesus Himself was baptized by immersion—Matthew 3:16 
says, “He went up out of the water,” which means He had gone down into it. John 
baptized people in rivers where there was plenty of water, and Acts 8:38 says both Philip 
and the Ethiopian eunuch went down into the water before the baptism took place. 
 
Sprinkling or pouring water on someone is not seen in the Bible as a way of baptizing. 
That method started later through church traditions, especially in the Roman Catholic 
Church. Even they practiced immersion until around the 13th century. Over time, some 
Protestant groups also adopted sprinkling, but this is not how baptism was done in the 
early church. Only immersion matches the full meaning of what baptism 
represents—dying, being buried, and rising again with Christ. 
 
WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WATER BAPTISM AND 
SALVATION? 
 
Is water baptism necessary for salvation? When we read the New Testament, the answer 
is clear: we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Jesus alone. A person is 



 

saved when they repent of their sins and place their trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior (see Mark 1:15; John 3:16; John 5:24; Acts 20:21; Romans 4:5; Romans 10:9-13; 
Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). Salvation does not come through any work we do—including 
baptism. But water baptism is a vital step of obedience that follows genuine faith. 
 
Water baptism is often closely connected to salvation in Scripture because real salvation 
always produces a desire to obey. And the first step of obedience is to make our faith 
public through baptism. In the book of Acts, people who believed the gospel were 
baptized without delay. Here are five examples: 
 
A. The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41) 
When Peter preached the gospel, people believed and were baptized that very same day. 
There was no delay. This shows how baptism is meant to follow right after accepting the 
message of salvation. 
 
B. The Samaritans (Acts 8:12) 
When Philip preached the good news about Jesus and the Kingdom of God, both men and 
women believed and were baptized. The moment they believed, they were ready to obey. 
 
C. Cornelius and His Household (Acts 10:47-48) 
After Peter preached to them, Cornelius and his family received the Holy Spirit. Peter 
then ordered them to be baptized, confirming they had accepted the gospel. Their baptism 
followed their faith. 
 
D. Lydia and the Philippian Jailer (Acts 16:14-34) 
Lydia believed Paul’s message, and she and her household were baptized right away. The 
jailer also believed after hearing the gospel, and even though it was around midnight, he 
and his family were baptized immediately. Acts 16:34 says, “He was filled with joy 
because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.” 
 
E. The Ephesians (Acts 19:1-7) 
A group of men in Ephesus were followers of John the Baptist. After Paul explained the 
full gospel to them, they responded by being baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. This 
was their public way of saying they now believed in Jesus. 
 
In each of these examples, baptism came after believing in the gospel. While baptism 
itself does not save anyone, it always follows true saving faith. Baptism is a public 
declaration that a person has trusted in Christ. Real faith leads to real obedience—and 
water baptism is the very first step. 
 
Should Infants Be Baptized? What the Bible Really Says 
The Bible clearly teaches that a person must first repent and believe in Jesus before being 
baptized. That means infant baptism is not supported by Scripture. A baby cannot 
understand the gospel, repent of sin, or place faith in Christ. Nowhere in the Bible is there 
a command to baptize infants, nor is there a single clear example of it. 
 



 

Some argue that infant baptism replaces Old Testament circumcision as a sign of being 
part of the covenant family. But the Bible never states this. Instead, the Bible clearly 
teaches that baptism is for those who have personally responded to the gospel by 
repenting and believing in Jesus. After that, baptism by immersion is to be 
done—without delay. 
 
This is what we consistently see in the book of Acts. Those who heard the message, 
believed, and were saved were immediately baptized. Delaying baptism or performing it 
before true salvation goes against this clear biblical pattern. 
 
FINAL THOUGHTS ON BAPTISM AND OBEDIENCE 
Water baptism is not a small or optional matter. Satan often tries to confuse believers 
about this simple command. Why? Because if he cannot stop a person from being saved, 
he tries to weaken their walk with God by keeping them from obeying Him—starting 
with baptism. Disobedience in this first step can lead to further disobedience down the 
road. 
 
Baptism is also a good test of a believer’s willingness to follow Jesus openly. If someone 
refuses to make a public declaration through baptism, it raises questions about whether 
their repentance is genuine. Baptism is not just about going into water; it’s about obeying 
Jesus from the heart. 
 
Some people were baptized earlier in life but later realize they might not have truly 
repented or believed in Jesus at that time. This is common, especially for those raised in 
Christian homes. If you now know you believe in Jesus and follow Him, but you’re 
unsure about your earlier baptism, it’s worth evaluating. Was it a genuine response of 
repentance and faith—or was it due to pressure, emotion, or tradition? 
 
SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED AGAIN? 
 
If your earlier baptism happened before true repentance and faith, then yes—you should 
be baptized again, and this time biblically: after you have truly believed, and by 
immersion. Your first baptism, even if it was by immersion, doesn’t count if it came 
before genuine salvation. 
 
Baptism should not be treated as just a religious ritual. Jesus commands it, and we must 
obey—not reluctantly, but joyfully. As God told Samuel in 1 Samuel 16:7, “People look 
at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” That’s both comforting and 
sobering. God knows if our obedience is genuine. 
 
TRUE REPENTANCE SHOWS ITSELF IN OBEDIENCE 
Genuine faith leads to genuine repentance. True repentance is not just fear of punishment; 
it is hatred for sin because it offends a holy God. A truly repentant heart turns away from 
sin and turns fully to Jesus. 
 
Let’s consider the words of Jesus: 



 

●​ Luke 6:46 – “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” 
●​ Matthew 10:32-33 – “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before others, I will 
disown before my Father in heaven.” 
●​  
These are powerful reminders that obedience matters. The psalmist said, “I will hasten 
and not delay to obey your commands” (Psalm 119:60). If you haven’t been baptized 
correctly and biblically, don’t delay any longer. 
 
The New Testament shows no believer postponing baptism. It was done right away, 
showing that real repentance always leads to prompt obedience. 
 
OBEDIENCE PROVES REPENTANCE 
The true proof of repentance is obedience—not just in baptism, but in every area of life. 
Baptism is just the beginning. If pride, fear, or worry is holding you back, don’t let it. Do 
it for Jesus. Obey Him because you love Him. He gave His life for you on the cross to 
save you from eternal judgment. He deserves your full and joyful obedience. 
 
May the Lord help each of us to walk in all His commands, for as Psalm 128:1 says, 
“Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in obedience to him.” 
 
UNDERSTANDING HOW TO BAPTIZE" 
 
Every born-again believer should be baptized in water. This is not to be saved but 
because they are saved. Romans 6:3–4 explains that baptism symbolizes being united 
with Christ in His death and resurrection: “Don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with 
him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 
 
Water baptism is an act of obedience to God’s Word. It represents your baptism into the 
body of Christ and becoming a part of all believers in Him. Ephesians 4:4–6 says, “There 
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope... one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all.” 
 
God’s Word clearly commands believers to be baptized: 
●​ Mark 16:15–16 – “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned.” 
●​ Matthew 28:19 – “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The early church demonstrated this consistently. In the book of Acts, we see many 
examples of people believing and being baptized. Acts 8:36–37 shows that belief in Jesus 
must come before baptism. 



 

While water baptism is a vital first step in the Christian life, it is not required for 
salvation. Salvation comes by grace through faith, not by works. Some misinterpret Acts 
2:38 to mean baptism is necessary for salvation. However, the word “for” in “for the 
remission of sins” can also mean “because of” or “as a result of.” So, the verse calls 
people to repent—place faith in Christ—and then be baptized as a result of that faith. 
 
Water baptism is not about earning salvation. It is a public declaration that you have 
already been saved. Some believe baptism saves and add other religious works, but this 
goes against Scripture. Ephesians 2:8–9 teaches that salvation is a gift, not earned. 
 
Once a person is born again and baptized in water, the next step is to receive the power of 
the Holy Spirit. God never intended for believers to live the Christian life in their own 
strength. He gives the Holy Spirit to empower and guide us. 
 
Jesus Himself was baptized in the Holy Spirit. Luke 3:21–22 tells us that the Holy Spirit 
descended on Him, and Luke 4:18–19 shows that Jesus walked in the Spirit’s power. If 
Jesus needed the Holy Spirit, how much more do we? 
 
Luke 11:10–13 assures us that the Father gives the Holy Spirit to those who ask in faith. 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit and water baptism are both commanded in Scripture and bring 
great spiritual benefit. The Lord leads every believer to take these steps as acts of 
obedience and faith. 
 
In summary, water baptism: 
●​ Is for those who have believed in Jesus and repented. 
●​ Does not save you, but shows that you are saved. 
●​ Is an act of obedience and identification with Christ. 
●​ Should be done without delay after genuine faith. 
 
And after water baptism, receiving the Holy Spirit’s power is vital for living the Christian 
life. These are not just rituals, but essential steps of obedience, releasing God’s blessings 
into our lives. 
 
If you have truly repented and believed in Jesus, don’t delay—be baptized in water and 
ask the Father for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Obey Jesus joyfully. He gave His life for 
you; now walk in obedience to Him. 
 
“Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in obedience to him” (Psalm 128:1). 
 
WATER BAPTISM: HOW AND WHY 
 
Matthew 28:19 says, “Go therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” This commission is for every believer, 
not just ministers. Any born-again believer can administer the ordinance of water 
baptism. 
 



 

Jesus commands us to baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Yet in the 
book of Acts, people are often baptized “in the name of Jesus.” Because of this 
difference, some teach that only baptism in Jesus’ name is valid and deny the Trinity. 
This is a false teaching. 
 
Water baptism is an outward witness of the inner transformation that has already taken 
place. Acts 10:44–48 shows Cornelius and his household were filled with the Holy Spirit 
before being baptized, proving they were already saved. 
 
The harmony between Jesus’ commission and the early church’s practice is found in 
Colossians 2:9: “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.” 
Baptizing in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is the same as baptizing in the 
name of Jesus when this truth is understood. 
 
Whether using the full Trinitarian formula or “in Jesus’ name,” what matters is the 
understanding that Jesus fully represents the Godhead. Baptism must be done with faith 
in Christ and obedience to His Word. 
 
If you are born again, don’t delay. Be baptized in water as an act of obedience and faith. 
Then ask the Father to fill you with the Holy Spirit. These steps bring spiritual growth, 
strength, and joy as you walk with the Lord. 
 
“Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in obedience to him” (Psalm 128:1). 
 
BAPTISM AS A SIGN OF SAVING FAITH 
 
Mark 16:16 says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned.” Water baptism is a command of Jesus and is the first step of 
obedience after believing in Him. Mark's statement points to saving faith as faith that 
results in action. Water baptism, therefore, becomes a visible response to your new faith 
in Christ. 
 
Some may question whether baptism is essential for salvation. However, Scripture 
provides examples like Cornelius and his household in Acts 10:44–48. They received the 
Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues before being baptized, proving they were already born 
again. 
 
Water baptism is the sign of the new covenant, much like circumcision was in the old 
covenant. Paul explained in Romans 4 that Abraham was justified by faith before he was 
circumcised, showing the act was only a sign of a deeper spiritual reality. 
 
Galatians 5:1–6 warns that trusting in outward acts like circumcision for righteousness is 
falling from grace. The same applies to water baptism—it does not save, but it does 
follow saving faith. 
 



 

Salvation comes by faith in the redemptive work of Christ, not by works. Still, James 
2:20 teaches that “faith without works is dead.” True faith will always produce 
obedience. 
 
Water baptism is not a way to earn salvation. Rather, it is a declaration of your trust in 
Jesus. As such, it is an important step of obedience for every believer who wants to 
follow Christ fully. 
 
A CALL TO SALVATION 
Until you are born again, God’s abiding presence will not dwell in you. You must be born 
again to walk in victory. 
 
PLEASE SAY THIS PRAYER IN FAITH: 
Lord Jesus, come into my life. I accept You as my Lord and Personal Saviour. I believe in 
my heart that You died and rose from the dead to save me. Thank You, Lord, for saving 
me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Question: As a new creation, is water baptism (by immersion) important? 
Answer: Yes, water baptism is important. Romans 6:3–4 says, “Don’t you know that all 
of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we are 
buried with him through baptism into death…” This shows that baptism is a picture of 
dying and rising with Christ. When you go under the water, it represents being buried 
with Him. When you come out, it shows you are raised to live a new life. 
 
Question: What does water baptism mean? 
Answer: Water baptism is a testimony of your faith in Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection. It is the answer of a good conscience toward God (1 Peter 3:21). It does not 
wash away physical dirt, but it shows that your heart has been changed. It is also a sign of 
separation from the world, just as the Israelites were separated from Egypt by going 
through the Red Sea (1 Corinthians 10:1–2). Egypt represents the world. Baptism is the 
final step that shows you are no longer part of the world. 
 
Question: Does water baptism save us? 
Answer: No, it is not the water that saves. Salvation comes by believing in Jesus Christ. 
But baptism is a response to that faith. 1 Peter 3:21 says baptism saves us—not by 
cleaning the body—but by showing a good conscience toward God. It is obedience to the 
command of Jesus. He told us to baptize those who believe (Matthew 28:19). So, water 
baptism is very important, but it follows salvation. 
 
Question: In whose name should we be baptized? 
Answer: Jesus said in Matthew 28:19 to baptize “in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” This name is Jesus. In Acts, people were baptized in the 
name of Jesus. This shows that Jesus represents the fullness of God (Colossians 2:9). 
Whether you say “in the name of Jesus” or “in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit,” what matters is that it’s done with faith in Christ. 
Question: Why should every believer be baptized? 



 

Answer: Because Jesus commanded it. Baptism is an act of obedience. It is the public 
declaration of your faith in Jesus. It shows that your old life is gone and your new life in 
Christ has begun. Every believer should take this step without delay. 
 
WATER BAPTISM EXPLAINED SIMPLY 
 
Water baptism is for every believer in Christ. It’s not a requirement to be saved, but a step 
of faith that follows salvation. It shows we have personally believed in Jesus and want to 
follow Him. When we are baptized, we are making a public declaration of what has 
already happened inside us—we are now new creations in Christ. 
 
Baptism involves being lowered into water and raised back up again. This action 
represents the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Going under the water shows that 
our old life of sin is buried with Christ. Coming out of the water shows we now have a 
new life in Him. Romans 6:4 says, “When we are lowered into the water, it is like the 
burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out of the water, it is like the resurrection of 
Jesus.” 
 
Through water baptism, we are declaring that we are forgiven, made righteous, and alive 
in Christ. Colossians 2:13–14 and Romans 4:25 explain how Jesus has taken away our 
sins and made us right with God. Romans 6:4–7 and 2 Corinthians 5:17 show that we 
now live a new life, free from the power of sin. 
 
Baptism is also a celebration. It’s a joyful moment to thank Jesus for what He has done 
and to express our love for Him. Many people also experience real change and 
transformation as they take this step. Some are set free from bad habits or feel a deeper 
closeness to God. 
 
So while water baptism is an outward act, it reflects a deep inner reality. It’s a powerful 
and meaningful step of faith for every believer. 
 
WATER BAPTIZED BUT NOT SAVED: A SIMPLE TESTIMONY BY KENNETH 
HAGIN 
 
Kenneth Hagin shared a powerful story from his life. He had been baptized in water and 
was a member of a church. But he later realized he was not truly saved. 
 
One day, he died and found himself going down into darkness. As he descended, he cried 
out, “God! I belong to the church! I have been baptized in water!” But there was no 
answer. He called out again and again, but still, nothing changed. 
 
He reached the entrance of hell, where a creature came to take him in. Suddenly, a voice 
from heaven spoke. It was not in English, but it had great power. Everything began to 
shake. The creature let go of him, and something pulled him back up. 
 



 

As he rose from the pit, he started to pray. “Father, I come to You in the Name of Jesus 
Christ. I repent of my sins. Please forgive me.” He came back into his body and 
continued praying out loud. At that moment, he felt peace and joy. He was saved and 
became a new person in Christ. 
 
Years later, after preaching and ministering to others, he chose to be baptized in water 
again. This time, he was truly saved. Kenneth Hagin reminded people that water baptism 
does not save—it is only a sign. Salvation comes by faith in Jesus. 
 
He preferred to baptize people by saying, “In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I now 
baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
 
This story teaches us that faith in Jesus is what saves us. Water baptism is a step of 
obedience that should come after we are born again. 
 
WHAT WE BELIEVE 
 
WE BELIEVE THE BIBLE is the inspired Word of God. THE BIBLE is the product 
of holy men moved by the Holy Spirit. 
 
WE BELIEVE THE GODHEAD is One God revealed in three Persons—the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. THE GODHEAD includes the Father as the sender, the Son as 
the Word made flesh, and the Holy Spirit proceeding from both. 
 
WE BELIEVE MAN FELL, SALVATION IS FREE and man was created in God’s 
image, but through Adam’s sin, the whole world fell under sin. SALVATION IS FREE, 
given by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
WE BELIEVE THE NEW BIRTH, SALVATION IS FREE and it is essential for 
eternal life. ETERNAL LIFE begins when we are born again. 
 
WE BELIEVE IN WATER BAPTISM, SALVATION IS FREE and that it is for 
believers, done by immersion, showing our union with Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection. BAPTISM is a public sign of our new life. 
 
WE BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, SALVATION IS FREE and the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit is a gift from God and is first shown by speaking in other tongues. THE 
HOLY SPIRIT empowers us for life and ministry. 
 
WE BELIEVE IN SANCTIFICATION, SALVATION IS FREE and in living a holy 
life, set apart for God—this is called sanctification. SANCTIFICATION is both instant 
and ongoing in a believer’s life. 
 
WE BELIEVE IN DIVINE HEALING, SALVATION IS FREE and healing is 
available to every believer today through the finished work of Jesus on the cross. 
HEALING is part of the atonement. 



 

 
WE BELIEVE IN THE SECOND COMING, SALVATION IS FREE and that Jesus 
will return. The dead in Christ will rise, and those alive will be caught up to meet Him. 
THE SECOND COMING is our blessed hope. 
 
WE BELIEVE IN ETERNAL JUDGMENT, SALVATION IS FREE and that those 
who die without Christ are eternally lost and will not have another chance to be saved. 
HELL is real and eternal. 
 
These truths guide our lives, worship, and mission. 
 
WATER BAPTISM: A STEP OF OBEDIENCE 
Water baptism is an important part of the Christian life. It is not what saves a person but 
is a public declaration of their faith in Jesus. It shows that a believer identifies with Jesus 
in His death, burial, and resurrection. 
 
WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED 
Water baptism is for those who have believed in Jesus Christ and are born again. Jesus 
said, “Go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19). It is a step for believers, not for unbelievers. 
Churches may set guidelines for the minimum age of baptism. The main goal is to ensure 
that the person understands what baptism means and that they are a true believer. 
 
HOW TO BAPTIZE 
Baptism should be done by immersion, as shown in the Bible. To avoid confusion and to 
follow biblical examples, a good baptismal formula is: 
“On the confession of your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and by His 
authority, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
 
THE MEANING OF BAPTISM 
Baptism is a picture of what Jesus did for us. The believer is buried in the water like 
Jesus was buried in the tomb. Coming up out of the water shows new life, just as Jesus 
rose from the dead. The Bible says: 
 
“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life.” (Romans 6:4) 
 
“Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.” (Colossians 2:12) 
 
Baptism is an outward sign of an inward change. It does not save, but it shows others that 
a person has already been saved by faith in Jesus. 
 
PRACTICAL TIPS FOR BAPTISM SERVICES 
1. Clothing: 



 

●​ Choose clothing that will not become see-through when wet. 
●​ Men should wear a shirt and dark pants. 
●​ Women should wear dark pants and a dark shirt that is not tight or revealing. Shirts 

should be high at the neck and stay in place in the water. 
●​ Remove all personal items before entering the water (glasses, wallets, jewelry, etc.). 
●​ Bring a change of clothes, towel, and hair-dryer if needed. 
 
2. Helping the Candidate: 
●​ Have two helpers for safety. 
●​ If the baptism is outdoors, have helpers to guide people in and out of the water. 
●​ In flowing water (like a river), have the candidate face downstream to avoid water 
rushing into the nose. 
●​ The person being baptized can hold their nose with one hand and support their 
arm with the other. The minister helps support their back and arm during immersion. 
 
WHY BAPTISM MATTERS 
Baptism gives us the chance to show our faith openly. It’s a way to say, “I belong to Jesus 
now.” As 1 Peter 3:21 (AMP) says: 
 
“And baptism, which is a figure [of their deliverance], does now also save you [from 
inward questionings and fear], not by the removing of outward body filth (bathing), but 
by [providing you with] the answer of a good and clear conscience [inward cleanness and 
peace] before God, [because you are demonstrating what you believe to be yours] 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Water baptism is an act of obedience. It is not about becoming clean on the outside but 
showing the change that has already happened on the inside through faith in Jesus. 
 
WATER BAPTISM: A PUBLIC DECLARATION OF FAITH 
Water baptism is an important step in the life of a believer. It is not required for salvation 
but is a public demonstration of the faith a person already has in Jesus Christ. It 
symbolizes repentance, the washing away of the old life, and the beginning of a new life 
in Christ. 
 
THE PURPOSE OF WATER BAPTISM 
Water baptism is a public declaration that a person has repented of their sins and now 
belongs to Jesus Christ. It is an outward expression of an inward change. Jesus, who was 
sinless, chose to be baptized, setting an example for all believers. Baptism shows that we 
have made a decision to follow Him. 
 
BAPTISM IS AN ACT OF LOVE AND OBEDIENCE 
Jesus commanded His followers to be baptized. Baptism is not a requirement for going to 
heaven, but it is a step of obedience to Jesus' command. It is done not to earn salvation 
but as an expression of our love for Him. As the Bible says, “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” (John 14:15) 
 



 

SALVATION IS BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH 
We are saved by grace through faith, not by works (Ephesians 2:8-9). Baptism is not what 
saves us. It is a response to what Jesus has already done in our lives. The thief on the 
cross was not baptized, yet he was promised paradise because he believed. 
 
BAPTISM IN THE EARLY CHURCH 
The early church practiced water baptism immediately after people believed in Jesus. 
From Philip baptizing the Ethiopian eunuch to Paul’s baptism after his conversion, 
baptism followed faith. Entire households were baptized after receiving the message of 
Jesus. 
 
SYMBOLISM OF BAPTISM 
Water baptism is a picture of dying to the old life and rising to new life in Christ. As we 
go under the water, it represents burial with Christ. Coming up from the water represents 
resurrection to a new life. It is a visible symbol of what has already taken place in the 
heart of a believer. 
 
Romans 6:4 (NIV) says, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead… we too may live a new life.” 
 
IMMERSION AS THE BIBLICAL EXAMPLE 
All the baptisms in the Bible were by immersion. Jesus came up out of the water after 
being baptized. Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and came up. This is the 
model we follow. The only requirement is that the person being baptized believes in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED 
Baptism is for those who believe in Jesus and are born again. Jesus instructed His 
disciples to baptize new believers in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
The key is that the person understands what they are doing and why. 
 
HOW TO BAPTIZE 
Baptism is done by immersion and should be done in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. A helpful baptismal formula is: 
“On the confession of your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and by His authority, I baptize 
you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
 
PRACTICAL GUIDELINES FOR BAPTISM SERVICES 

Clothing: 
 
Choose dark, modest clothing that will not become see-through. 
Men should wear a shirt and dark pants. 
 

            Women should wear a high-neck shirt and dark pants that are not tight or revealing. 
Remove all personal items before entering the water. 
Bring a towel, change of clothes, and hair-dryer if needed. 



 

Safety and Assistance: 
Have two helpers for support. 
Outdoors, guide people carefully in and out of the water. 
In rivers, face downstream to avoid water entering the nose. 
Candidates may hold their nose with one hand and support their arm with the other. 
The minister supports them during immersion. 

 
WHY BAPTISM STILL MATTERS TODAY 
Baptism remains a powerful way for believers to publicly affirm their faith. It is a 
personal and spiritual milestone. Just like a wedding ring symbolizes marriage, baptism 
symbolizes a believer’s commitment to Christ. 
 
1 Peter 3:21 (AMP) explains it clearly: “And baptism, which is a figure [of their 
deliverance], does now also save you [from inward questionings and fear]... by 
[providing you with] the answer of a good and clear conscience [inward cleanness and 
peace] before God.” 
 
Water baptism is a step of obedience. It shows what God has already done in our hearts 
through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
WATER BAPTISM AND THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Some wonder if it is right to partake in the Holy Communion without being baptized in 
water. In Christianity, we recognize two important sacraments: Water Baptism and the 
Holy Communion. Jesus emphasized baptism when He said, “He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16) and instructed His followers to baptize believers 
(Matthew 28:19). 
 
Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 about the meaning and value of the Holy 
Communion, a remembrance of the Lord’s death. Water baptism and the Holy 
Communion are not dependent on each other. The Bible does not state that one must be 
water baptized before partaking in Communion. 
 
However, many churches reserve Communion for baptized believers as a way to affirm 
commitment to Christ. Baptism is seen as a symbol of belief and a sign of full acceptance 
of the Gospel. 
 
In the early church, during times of persecution, baptism often served as proof of one’s 
faith and could lead to suffering for Christ. Therefore, many churches continue this 
practice out of reverence for the meaning of baptism. 
 
Churches typically do not baptize non-believers, and therefore may offer Communion 
only to those who have been baptized. This practice seeks to honor both sacraments. 
 
PRAYER 



 

Dear Father, I recognize the significance of the Holy Communion and Water Baptism as 
symbols of my faith and commitment to You. Every opportunity to partake in the Holy 
Communion is my declaration of victory over Satan, the world, and its elements. I 
declare that the Lord Jesus has given me His rights, privileges, and inheritance, a 
covenant that is now in force. I walk in eternal victory and dominion over sin, sickness, 
disease, death, and the devil, in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BAPTISM IN THE CHURCH 
 
There are several reasons why many who profess Christ do not get baptized. One reason 
is ignorance. Some simply haven’t been taught correctly or at all about the importance of 
baptism. 
 
Another reason is pride. Some people avoid baptism because doing so would be an 
admission that they’ve been disobedient for a long time. Rather than humble themselves 
before the church, they choose to remain unbaptized. 
 
A third reason is indifference. Some understand what baptism means but just don’t 
consider it important. It’s not a priority. It gets postponed again and again until it's simply 
ignored. 
 
The fourth reason is defiance. Some refuse baptism outright because they know it would 
be hypocrisy to publicly declare Christ while knowingly living in sin. They resist 
acknowledging the lordship of Christ because their hearts are not fully surrendered. 
 
Finally, there are those who are simply unregenerate. They are not true believers. The 
Spirit of God does not dwell in them, and they feel no desire to obey or publicly confess 
faith in Christ. 
 
If you’ve not been baptized, ask yourself: Is it due to ignorance? If so, now you know. Is 
it pride? Indifference? Defiance? Or is it because you’ve never truly given your heart to 
Christ? 
 
So what is baptism? Physically, it is a ceremony where a person is immersed, submerged 
into water. This act represents a deeper spiritual reality. 
 
In the New Testament, two Greek verbs are used to describe this action—baptō and 
baptizō. Baptō means to dip or immerse and is used only a few times. Baptizō, the more 
common and intensive form, means to fully submerge, as in drowning. It is used many 
times in Scripture to describe the act of water baptism. 
 
The noun used is baptismos, and it always refers to a Christian being immersed into 
water. Linguistically, the terminology always points to immersion. In fact, baptism 
became such a technical term for immersion that it was transliterated rather than 
translated. Baptizō became "baptize" in English—not conveying the meaning (which is 
immerse), but simply adopting the sound. 



 

Every New Testament use of baptō, baptizō, and baptismos either requires, demands, or 
permits a translation of immerse or immersion. Even John Calvin, who is closely 
associated with traditions that practice sprinkling, acknowledged, “The word baptize 
means to immerse. It is certain that immersion was the practice of the early church.” 
 
These Greek verbs are never used in the passive sense—water is never said to be baptized 
on someone. Instead, someone is baptized into water. Baptism always means immersion. 
New Testament accounts support this. For example: 
 
●​ Matthew 3:6: People were baptized by John in the Jordan River. 
●​ Matthew 3:16: Jesus came up out of the water after being baptized. 
●​ Mark 1:5: John baptized people in the Jordan River. 
●​ John 3:23: John baptized at Aenon near Salim because there was much water 
there. 
●​ Acts 8:38-39: Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and came up out of 
the water. 
●​  
Only immersion fits the reality that baptism is meant to represent: the believer’s union 
with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. Immersion alone pictures death (going 
under), burial (being submerged), and resurrection (coming up). 
 
Jesus’ own baptism is especially powerful. When Jesus came to be baptized, John tried to 
stop Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” 
(Matthew 3:14). John understood Jesus was sinless and didn’t need to confess or repent. 
Yet Jesus answered, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness” (v. 15). 
 
This reveals something deep: Jesus’ baptism was not about repentance for sin. It was 
about identifying with humanity and previewing His mission to die and rise again. 
Baptism became a picture of what Jesus came to do—His death, burial, and resurrection. 
Jesus later referred to His coming crucifixion as a “baptism.” In Luke 12:50, He said, “I 
have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed!” Again in Mark 
10:38, He asked James and John, “Can you… be baptized with the baptism I am baptized 
with?” He saw His death as a full immersion—into suffering, judgment, and ultimately, 
resurrection. 
 
Thus, when Jesus was baptized in water, He was symbolically demonstrating the very act 
of salvation He would later accomplish. His baptism prefigured the cross. And just as His 
baptism pictured His death and resurrection, our baptism pictures our union with Him in 
that same death and resurrection. 
 
That is why baptism must be by immersion—it reflects burial and resurrection. 
Sprinkling or pouring does not portray that picture. Immersion shows total cleansing, 
complete surrender, and rising to new life. 



 

After His resurrection, Jesus commanded baptism for all disciples (Matthew 28:19). The 
early church obeyed. On the Day of Pentecost, 3,000 people believed and were baptized 
(Acts 2:41). Baptism is the first step of obedience for the believer. 
 
What Is the Theological and Spiritual Significance of Baptism? 
Baptism is not merely a ritual—it is a spiritual testimony. It demonstrates the believer’s 
union with Christ. Paul says in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ.” We 
are buried with Him in baptism and raised to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4). 
So when a believer is baptized, they are saying: “I died with Christ. My old life is gone. I 
now live a new life in Him.” It’s a visible picture of an invisible reality. God has done a 
supernatural work in your heart—baptism is the outward expression of that inner 
transformation. 
 
The Spiritual Union in Baptism: Dying and Rising with Christ 
You’re instantly placed in Christ—in His death and resurrection—and you become new 
in Him. That is the message of baptism. 1 Corinthians 10:2 says, “All Israel was baptized 
into Moses,” meaning they were immersed in solidarity with him as their leader.  
 
Likewise, when you are baptized into Christ, you are immersed into solidarity with Him. 
Galatians 3:27 tells us, “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ.” This is not referring to water baptism but to the spiritual reality it 
symbolizes. Colossians 2:12 adds, “Having been buried with Him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with Him through your faith in the working of God.” Again, this 
speaks of spiritual immersion into Christ’s death and resurrection. 
 
Romans 6 expresses it most clearly: “Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? We were therefore buried 
with Him through baptism into death… that we too may live a new life.” 
 
This spiritual baptism is what saves. Water baptism is the outward symbol of that inward 
transformation. 1 Peter 3:21 clarifies this: “Baptism now saves you—not the removal of 
dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God.” It’s about the 
washing of regeneration (Titus 3:5), the forgiveness of sins (Acts 22:16), and the spiritual 
reality symbolized through water. 
 
Baptism and Obedience to Salvation 
So, what is the relationship between baptism and salvation? It is the relationship between 
obedience and salvation. Those who are truly saved will be moved to obey—and baptism 
is the first step of obedience. 
 
In Acts 2:41, 3,000 believed, were baptized, and continued in fellowship. Why? Because 
baptism was immediate and inseparable from true salvation. To be baptized in those early 
days meant risking alienation, persecution, and even death. Only those with genuine faith 
were willing to pay that price. 
 



 

That’s why baptism became a visible proof of true repentance and salvation. To be 
baptized was to publicly identify with Christ, no matter the cost. As Romans 10 says, “If 
you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart… you will be 
saved.” The belief saves you. The confession—and baptism—shows it. 
 
Acts 2:38 says, “Repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins.” This doesn’t mean 
water baptism removes sin, but that repentance and baptism together express the reality 
of true salvation. Baptism symbolizes your forgiveness. 
 
In summary, baptism matters. It shows obedience. It shows transformation. It shows faith. 
It shows that we belong to Jesus—and we are not ashamed to show the world. 
 
At what age children need to be baptized?  
Based on Acts 2:38 a child is to be baptized when becomes a Born Again Christian. 
 
“BAPTISM: SHOWING THE WORLD YOU FOLLOW JESUS” 

Many people who say they believe in Jesus don’t get baptized. There are a few reasons 
for this: 

1.​ Ignorance – Some don’t know baptism is important because no one taught them. 
2.​ Pride – Some avoid it because they feel embarrassed to admit they were wrong or 

disobedient before. 
3.​ Indifference – Some know what baptism means but don’t think it matters. They 

keep delaying it. 
4.​ Defiance – Some refuse because they know they are living in sin and don’t want 

to change. 
5.​ Unbelief – Some have not truly given their hearts to Jesus. They are not born 

again, so they don’t feel the need to obey. 

If you haven’t been baptized, ask yourself: Is it because of one of these reasons? 

What Is Baptism? 

Baptism is a Christian ceremony where a person is dipped in water. This shows 
something deeper—your faith in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. 

In the original Greek language of the New Testament, the word for baptism means to 
“immerse” or “dip under water.” Baptism always meant going fully under the water. Even 
John Calvin, a well-known church leader from history, said that baptism means 
immersion and that early Christians practiced this. 

The Bible always shows baptism by immersion: 

●​ Matthew 3:6 – People were baptized in the Jordan River. 
●​ Matthew 3:16 – Jesus came up out of the water. 



 

●​ John 3:23 – John baptized where there was plenty of water. 
●​ Acts 8:38-39 – Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and came up out 

of it. 

Why is immersion important? Because it shows a picture: Going under the water shows 
Jesus’ death and burial. Coming up shows His resurrection. It also shows our old life is 
buried, and we now live a new life with Jesus. 

Jesus’ Example 

Jesus was baptized, not because He sinned, but to show He identified with us and to 
fulfill God’s plan. His baptism was a picture of the cross—His death, burial, and 
resurrection. 

Later, Jesus referred to His death as a baptism (Luke 12:50, Mark 10:38). It was like 
being fully submerged in suffering and then raised again in victory. 

Jesus told His followers to baptize others (Matthew 28:19), and the early church obeyed. 
In Acts 2:41, about 3,000 people believed and were baptized. 

What Does Baptism Mean Spiritually? 

Baptism is not just a church ceremony—it’s a way to show what God has done inside 
your heart. It shows your faith in Jesus and that your life has changed. Paul says in 
Romans 6:4, “We were buried with Him through baptism… so that we may live a new 
life.” 

It’s a public way of saying: 

●​ “My old life is gone.” 
●​ “I now live for Jesus.” 

It shows we are united with Jesus in His death and resurrection. 

Galatians 3:27 says, “All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ.” 

Colossians 2:12 says, “You were buried with Him in baptism and raised with Him 
through faith.” 

Water baptism shows what has already happened in your heart. 1 Peter 3:21 says baptism 
doesn’t remove dirt from the body but shows a clean heart before God. 



 

Baptism and Salvation 

Baptism doesn’t save you, but it shows that you are saved. True believers obey Jesus. 
Baptism is the first step of obedience. 

In the early church, baptism was often dangerous. It meant people were serious about 
following Jesus, even if it cost them everything. 

Romans 10:9 says, “If you confess with your mouth ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your 
heart… you will be saved.” 

Acts 2:38 says, “Repent and be baptized… for the forgiveness of sins.” Baptism shows 
that your sins are forgiven. 

In Summary 

Baptism is important. 

●​ It shows obedience. 
●​ It shows your faith. 
●​ It shows your life has changed. 
●​ It shows you belong to Jesus—and you are not ashamed of Him. 

If you believe in Jesus, don’t delay. Be baptized, and let the world see that you follow 
Christ. 
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